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Things You 

Should Know 
 

Don't risk your chances for Federally assisted housing by providing false, incomplete, or inaccurate 

information on your application forms. 

 

 

Purpose This is to inform you that there is certain information you must provide when applying for 

assisted housing. There are penalties that apply if you knowingly omit information or give 

false information. 

 

  

Penalties 

for 

Committing 

Fraud 

The United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) places a high 

priority on preventing fraud. If your application or recertification forms contain false or 

incomplete information, you may be: 

 

 Evicted from your apartment or house: 
 Required to repay all overpaid rental assistance you received: 

 Fined up to S 10,000: 

  Impr ison ed for up to 5 year s; and/or 

 Prohibited from receiving future assistance. 

 

Your State and local governments may have other laws and penalties as well. 

 

 

 

Asking 

Questions 

Wh en you meet with th e per son wh o is to fill out your application, you sh ould kn ow wh at is 

expected of you. If you do n ot under stand someth ing, ask for clarification. That per son can 

answer your question or fin d out what th e an swer is. 

 

Completing 

The 

Application 

Wh en you an swer  application question s, you must in clude th e followin g information:

 

 
 

 

Inco me 

 

 

 

 

  All sour ces of mon ey you or an y member of your household r eceive (wages. welfar e 

paymen ts, alimon y, social secur ity, pen sion, etc.): 

  An y mon ey you r eceive on beh alf of your ch ildr en (ch ild suppor t, social secur ity for 

ch ildr en , etc.); 

  In come fr om assets (inter est fr om a savin gs accoun t, cr edit union, or certificate of 

deposit: dividen ds fr om stock, etc.); 

  Earnin gs fr om secon d job or par t time job; 

  An y an ticipated in come (such as a bon us or pay r aise you ex pect to r eceive) 

 

Asset s 

 

  All ban k accoun ts, savings bon ds, cer tificates of dep osit, stocks, r eal estate, etc.. th at 
are own ed by you an d an y adult member of your family's h ousehold wh o will be livin g 

with you. 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  An y busin ess or asset you sold in th e last 2 year s for less th an its full value, such as 

your h ome to your childr en. 

  Th e n ames of all of th e people (adults an d childr en ) wh o will actually be livin g with 

you,  wh eth er or n ot th ey ar e r elated to you. 

 

 

 

Signing the 

Application 

 

 Do not sign any form unless you have read it, understand it, and are sure everything is 

complete and accurate. 

  Wh en you sign the application and certification for ms, you ar e claimin g that th ey ar e 

complete to the best of your knowledge and belief. You are committing fraud if you sign 
a form knowing that it contains false or misleading information. 

 Information you give on your application will be verified by your housing agency. In 

addition, HUD may do computer matches of the income you report with various Federal, 

State, or private agen cies to ver ify that it is corr ect. 

 

Recer tification s You must pr ovide updated in for mation at least on ce a year . Some pr ograms r equir e that you

r eport an y ch an ges in in come or family/h ouseh old composition immediately. Be sure to ask

wh en you must r ecertify. You must r epor t on r ecertification for ms: 

 

  All in come chan ges, such as in cr eases of pay and/or ben efits, ch an ge or loss of job and/or 

ben efits, etc., for all househ old member s. 

  An y move in or out of a household member; and, 

  All assets that you or your h ouseh old member s own an d an y assets that was 
sold in the last 2 years for less than its full value. 

 

 

Beware of 

Fraud 

You should be aware of the following fraud schemes: 

 

  Do n ot pay an y mon ey to file an application; 

  Do n ot pay an y mon ey to move up on th e waitin g list; 

  Do n ot pay for an yth ing n ot cover ed by your lease; 

  Get a r eceipt for an y mon ey you pa y; and, 

  Get a wr itten explanation if you ar e r equir ed to pay for anything oth er th an r en t (such as 

maintenance charges). 

 

Reporting 

Abuse 

If you are aware of anyone who has falsified an application, or if anyone tries to 

per suade you to make false statemen ts, r epor t th em to th e manager of your complex or your 

PHA.  If that is not possible, then call th e local HUD office or th e HUD Office of Inspector 

General (OIG) Hotline at (800) 347-3735.    You can also wr ite to: 

HUD-OIG HOTLINE, (GFI)  451 Seventh Street, S.W., Washin gton, DC. 20410. 
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